
Survey results and other datasets

A dataset contains structured data arranged in records (rows) and fields (columns)—for example, a dataset 
could contain the responses to a survey. 

You can create a new dataset source in NVivo by:

• Importing data from a spreadsheet, text file or database table.

• Importing an NCapture file that contains social media data.

• Connecting to SurveyMonkey and bringing in your survey results.

You cannot edit the contents of a dataset once it is imported. Before importing spreadsheets, text files or 
database tables, you should prepare your data and consider how you want to use it in NVivo—refer to the 
NVivo Help for detailed instructions.

Apply filters to see a 
subset of the data

Select a ‘codable’ column and 
gather the contents in a node

View the dataset 
as a table or see 
each record in a 
form

Select content 
and code it at a 
theme node

Add annotations or 
‘see also’ links

Navigate through 
the records

Automatically create case 
nodes to represent the 
respondents
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