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Weare fortinate in making many tnfluential
friends; among them we foumd a gentleman,
Prof, Dol whe has the
I ated with i,
andbwe have him appointed to the office of
Fditor of the Oviental Theatre “ Libretto,”

This paper §s not now what we hope it will be,
it will meet with vour kind approbation,

We beg respeetfully for vour kind leniency in
your eriticism of our Iabor fthe Tabor

Prof. Do,

Our dramatic functions are not twelve V.?
olde Owr lingo is not a gramiaatical Janguag
it for an acrostic meter, but expresses »c: ny
and fun of an ancient remarkalle people, numer-
ous enongh in America as well as abroad, whom
nature has gifted with some falents (o :::i, ony
Dirima 2 suceess,

ability to :::rr:a ony

godnto Faglish, We have N8504 1

swell s

3

Our music is very ancient; some parts are -

ible Lo theorize, as it is a matt

po rof ancient
feeling, to be found only in the heart of the

Siger

and not in modern notes,

The very freedom of tongre and voice, inde
pendent of the modern grammatical and niusical
Critic

, whose presence on every stage makes
dmost every actor tremble and bl der {stars
vnly excepted) s the main seeret of our SUCCEsS,
We are free npon the stage, live in onr mies

don’t know what stage fever or
med

crnbariassment
ns. Our ulterances and SO
our hearts and stirike the Lo

cotne from

e,

Our humor tickles their nerves, and we atiract

not only the conmman Lt SOMIC the most in.

telhigent audiences of
tisrments,

We have therefure vnou

Vresson 1o he

vl oar sueceys,

We found in Prof. Dorf the 1

y the

ht phaee—with a shmilar tendency, ndepend-

entof grommatical it s, dike e Ameriean
author, Richard White, who said:  An cditor

o

vhase thoughts are engaged and «

g mreentted

i

m o the construct

noof cramnmatics] fy
s only ey
not for the public?”

nes for

08 s
his sentenc

o

Tor Tinvea I andd

Dorf &5 ™l of evthusism for our canrse:

ws the knowledze of the aneient
o ;L;q of the characters

v
o our dramas: our
shismother :::.t:x hehas traveled through
::;:, and America; he hasleetared in thie fines
~thore

story

<

1
bi
T
m

places of education on S

e

e o we

have confidence in the gentlenian, and have a
reason to bhelieve that he has ae

ired enough of

the Bnelish fan

o goto
plave to dress them wit
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will enahle every hearer to wnderstand our act.
ing, and will make the critie fit for his work, We
wish him the same Sneeess to his readers whiel
has crowned our enterprise,

This experiment s VETY expensive to start
with, bat irs Prospects are great, Therefore we
are compelled for (he present to charge 1o cents
PEr copy. If the Libretto will he patronwved by
the business worlid, and

a collection of ten or
more copies, |

vound together, will find room in
the Ameriean book market, we will reduce the

price tn five cents, or give gt away free of
charge,

We will also issue the original poctical text of
ONne or two of the principal songs in Hebrey
letters, and with English translations,

Yourg truly,

THE RUSSIAN OPLRA CO,

SILRER AN & Carp
Managers,

¥

PROLOGU

A number of Hebrew Peopie assemble on the
9th day of the month of Al at (he Synagogue
of Betar in Py stina to celebrate the mournful
memorial, the Goih anniversary of tle destrue.
tion  of Jerusalem,  1yi6 congregation eongisy
of twn Parties, 10 ONC propagating Degee
with the Romans hag for their Ieader The old
tenown Eliaser (Carp) The Head of the Sanhe.
drim (the greay Senate of Jerusalem) T'he o
Part propagating against the Roman has
for their leader Bar Koehla (" 'The Son of the
Star,”) Silberman, a young herg
be the promised Messiah,  The majority of the
People is influencedd by the revolutionary Oration
of Bar Kochha and coincides wi

ith his plans
Eliaser and hi barty consider themselves Leaten

Ly the Opposition and retire disgusted.  Bar
Kocliba therefore remaing

mwr

Pretending 1

the Leader of the
people and takes their solemn oath by the Tohra,

During thig ceremony a star appears, supposed
to be prepared by B K. by some mapie means,

ACT 1.
Serwg g

Dina (Mg, Chaimovitz) the Dy

er of 1.

ser, s the leader of the fadi

praver meeting
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at home ; after the service the ladies retire,
Eliaser, her father, appears; he is astonished to
hear his own daughter, Dina, is also in fluenced
by the pretender, Bar Kochba, and is full of
revolutionary feeling—Eliaser becomes vexed
about it and exclaims - The pretender's name
“should not be Bar Kochba (the son of the
“ Star) but Bar Kosiba (the son of a lie) and he
retires.  Bar Kochba appears, describes to his
beloved Dina the bright prospects of his revolu-
tionary plans, and assures her of his final Tri.
umph.  Ding is delighted, congratulating him on
his success—joins in a triumph song describing
the future ideal freedom and glory of Jerusalem,

Bar Kochba retires—Papus (Mr, Chaimovitz)
a Samaritan Jewelry Peddler and villain arrives,
greets Dina with the most flattering Terms—
declaring his endless love to her.

He attempts to cover his crippled ugliness
with the Pearls and Diamonds in his possession:
he offers valuable presents to her. Dina re-
bukes him for his Impudence and treats him
with contempt,

%,

apus (the impersonator of Revenge) be.
comes fearfully enraged, pours out a stream of
terrible curses against Dina, her father and Bar
Kochba, his rival ; he resolves revenge against
all and sings the renown song. “The Nekume,”

e L
REVENGTE.

Ldo everything i disgnise.  The world takes
e fora fool and a beggar, 1 do Tangh at them,
I'don’t want them to know that 1 am rich, |
play the fool to gain confidence of my fellow
man. I am strong and pious if necessary. I am
great in flattery, by which I am able 1o discover
the secrets of the Smart, to set them all wild,

If Tput up a job on them they feel it pain.
fully. T rejoice and langh at them becayse Re-
venge is my sou, my Life and my consolation,

Nature made me a cripple, lame and blind, so
you would think that Papus is good for nothing.
Haugh at that, as my one leg runs for two and
My one eye sees double; my jumping is light and
airy, my look is poisonous, T am to all an incog-
nito, T am upon all roofs and down all the

holes and find out what T want to know, 1
H.zn :Mv L3 L3 * L W # #
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SUENE 2,

The priests and Levites congregate on Mourt
Moriah.  They lead in the pompous procession
under the Seeret ‘anopy, the pretender Bar
Kochba to the holy ceremonies of anng
and coronation, afier which the people give vent
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1
to their feeling of Tdy and Happiness wi

with um
versal exaliy ion, ?,3: Tive the King and Mes.
siah of Jern

iZ:,

Acr 11,

Murnus Ry s {Schinkm wn, the Roman oy,

ernor of .?i?iﬁj in company of Iis wife,
Seraphi :rp w:%:zmi and  other enure
grests are visited by § Papus under (e false pre.
tence of %_,:w:ﬂ them  some of his valuable
iewelyy, Paps, making use of 11

gives away to Rufus
Bar Koeliha

oppartunity,
all revoluic mary plans of
» with the following advice:

Being as it is the whaole revolutionary moyve
ment dopends only on the hero Bar Kochlia, it 1.
for vou ::,;,«,?:,n absolutely :m;dyﬂ:,v. to put
him ont of (he way by takin
the whole insyrre ‘tion falls
hanee for

Ont this yivet

to %X, ces. The best
Youto put him ont of (he way is to

beloved Dina, 11, will certainly call

to you for her relense, You will then

him and kil him on the spot

arrest lig

dizarm
Rnfus in a ctate of debatchery, rereives the

advice of Papis withy pleastre, hut he s fackin

Dina his prisoner, Papus
dvice as follows
5% LS: summons the o}

r Dina is his CoOnsSiant oo,

]

panton, indict him of conspiracy with his future
sun-in-law, Bar Kochba, Elinser will ¢
frv o ddefend Bimself and prove |

ertainly
MS propagatinn

for peace with "the Romans, then vou will take

Dina by foree from him as g pledoe 1o keep hig
| & 1
promise”

Rufus sends his messenger to the old B
with the command 1o appear forthwith!

Ehaser appears accompanied by 1hna, is as-
tonished at this falee indictment Pagninst him; he
gets envaged over the terrily) nes tyranical demand
to pledge his heloved Dina 1o :% care of %::E,
Father and danghter are praving on their knees
for merey. Alas! the marble
remains untonched.

:2: i Rufus

Dinais foreilily 1o away from her father Ly
Roman soldicrs and imprisoned,

Bar Kachha arrives, asks for an interview with
Rufus, which was granted with the condition te
diearm,

Bar Kochba appear s thongh disarmed, vet his
appearance was a heroic one

Calm and deliberate he ;::u:;; Z% 3:&@

of his Deloved Dy

Rufus, not only refusing,

has b chained,

Bar ?2‘,:?9 _,‘:_.ﬁ:m:u at Rufy
fettors 1o pieces

reaks the




1
Rufus commands his strongest swordsmuan
Behead hin Bar Kochba, taking 1]
Weanon out of (J)e
I oto pleces,

eostrong
executioner’s hand andd breaks
Rufus, M:.:,:::.:.M.,,. enraged Gyer the g
his opponent ang the weakness of
commands them a1 4, unite
Bar Kochba, mol, and kil

soldiers unite

rength of

his soldier

and  DLiorst Hpon
him, A number of
st upon the single Ry Kochba:
at the same moment a rainbow of colared Oame
of fire explodes ot of the here's helmet (done
by achemicn Preparation of Prof Dorfy

, which
has such g fearfy IMpressive effeet

tpon the
warriars that they all tremble in (1

i coswardice
bar Kochla g mocking and snecring at Rufus
and his soldiers, Jamps into the seq o few min.
ntes later,

Bar Kocliha, riding on the back of amonsirous

fish, passes by the castle to the great astonish.
ment of e Romans, who thought him
committed syicide. - and declares

the Romanps

to have
WAT  against

ACT HIL

CHnprisoned, working very hard tirning
ancient flour mitll

her terriple sullerings,

A number of female 1l servants appear to

beat and torture the pris

by hand, lamenting over

1er a8 commanded,

Dinais punished: she weeps hitterly, and tries to
use her musical talent as 4 means {«

soften the
hearts of her persecntors, She sings the follow.
ing fable of her religion:

THE SHEPHERD,

There was once g shepherd v the Tand of
Canaan,

Whe also dealt in eattle extensively,

When he became wealthy he handled corn,

Fortune t

ved against him and he got poor,
Too prowd to bey he preferted the hardest lahor
Under the Tash of his ag ITOSSOT,

Ianies’ Cruorra:

OB how Deantiful is 1his welody and text,

Proceed Dina: we

Leo1t w0 well

the end,

Visexpected an old man passed by,
R

A
i

ceopmizing the oppressed slave

~the descendant of Jucaob,

Te old man iy bimenting of the downfall
Of snch a nolble free:
Wieings his hande CX]I

his sympathy,
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To have such a noble

v wealthy father,
The riche

st of the magnates,
And you to be enslaved s
To work on hricks wit]
The land of thy fat]
With milk and |
And youhave

o far away-—
1wout pay,

er s overflowing
roney the sweetest,
not the privilege to shel

Lavres Cyoppe .
Oh! cte,
3.

As a token of My veracity
Foffer you the Ten Words
Written Iy thy fatl
Toimpress them o
Carry them as a sal
Among all

[10 Commandments]
1er's own hand,

pon your heart—

vation banner

nations into the wide world.
and, storms of sea,
sack into the cosy

Through the wilds of 1
The slave was carried |
Tent of his father,

Lapmeg Cuorus:
Oh! ete,

4.
As s00n as fortune favored him
He forgot hig past history,
lecame intoxicated by the glorinus ceremonies,
Of the priests and their sacrifices
His high Iife made him so proud -
He forgot the name of his Heavenly Father,
Lavies Cuoryps:
Oh! ete.

ter npon it

e 1

5.
Down he went! his home destroved!
Driven away among the nations,
Strangers took hig place, ,
With an iron will to prosecute him
Therefore you see him driven,
Almost through every land;
You hear bis cry 1o the | her,
To forgive him once more
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The female jatlors are delighted with the
music and text of the song, assure her sympathy
and retire,

Dinacis very tived  and worn out; she sings a
beautiful evening prayer sang and retires for g
night's rest,

Papus arrives, lurking all around, commis.
sioned by Rufus to prepare Dina for his low
intentions with her; instead of this, Papus, from
the motive of selfishness, Dribed the outside
grard and made al] preparation to escape with
Dina. He pours ont the sweetest poetical de.
clarations of love 14 Dina; trying to submit to his
temptation to ki her, she awakes; he gives her
regards from her old father: she s glad to heay

it; then he proposes the elopement with him as
he claims to be her only saviour if she will fly
with himy if not she will be cut to pieces. Dina
rebnkes him Contemptuously; she declares:

“ 1 prefer death in prison by the hands of (he
Romans than the protection of such a villain as
you are!”

The feeling of the villainous revenge of Papus
becomes stimulated by Dina’s treatment and he
retires, ’

Pinacis trying to finish her night’s rest; gets
interrupted again Ly the appearance of Rufus in
astate of WWMMA,Hvx_.AV,\,ﬂmAV,‘,“ makes love to Ding: <lje

)

BN S

?x.:i
reminds hin of his matrimonial duties, and she
declares:

“love noidols or il dor, but one God and

nis people Tsrael”

Rufus gets miad and RayS:
“I vou will ot obey niy commands T owill
bave yvon eut 1o pieees

Drina, considering hersely lost, she changes her

tacties with a pleas:

L flirt and a fow pleasant
words to the tyvant, which had such an effect nn
Rafus that she got him wnder her mfluence.

Ding tries on his Biehwet, bis armor and his
sword. Rufus s tickled with Ler Lieautiful
Minerva-like appearance,

She grasps the sword and approa
with the following words:

“Thisis a comedy on your part, not on mine,
Vouhave grossly wronged and insulted me, Von
furgot the hieroism of 1)
which is strong enogh (o defend themsels

3

¢ daughters of Israel,

2]
agaimst all tyrants, Yoy forgot of the Jewess
Trebwho deove an awl into the brains of Sjers
the tyrant; of the Jewess Judith who cut off

the head of Holifornes, another 1

Tant, and
carried it stuck upon the sword around town
Ul sundown,  Therefore T will cut off vour
head as a punishment for your torturing me
innocently,”
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Rufus trembles for fear and cowardice; kneels
before Dina ang begs for mercy,

Seraphina, his wife, arrives at this seene, and
getting jealous of Dina, says;

“Shame upon you, Rufus, the Roman Gov.
ernor of Palestina, bends his knees to such a

low, contemptible Jewess,” and commands him
to go home,

Rufus leaves,

Seraphina tries 10 abuse Dina; she defends
herself with 4 truthful description of her heroic
and not loving position to her hushand.

Seraphina Jeaves disgusted,

Rufus arrives andg proposes to Dina as fol.
lows:

“Your intended, Bar Kochba, is now (he
victor of several greatbattlesagainst the Romans.
Fis army ix alveady ac vancing toward this cast]e
ol mine. [ will Place you upon the tower; you
shall use all your influence npon Bar Kochba to
make peace with the Romans,  Shoulg you re-
fuse to do so 1 wij have you massacred in pres
ence of your beloved Bar Kochba,”

She refuses, and according to Rufus’ com.
mand she s dragged out of prison by soldiers
and forced upon the tower of the fort,

ACT 1V,

SCENE 1,
Bar Kochha gives drilling lessons to his fol.
TS, consisting of scliolars of the Talmudie
universities, an repares them for the ateq -k
upon the fort of Rufys,

oy

Dina appears pon the tower of t(he fort

guarded by Romap soldiers,  Tnstead a?,?

Posing peace to save her life, she declare to Bar
Kochba and his followers:

“Yon shall fight the Romans 1o the last: T am
rather willing 1o (die g death of  self.an, tificp
amd Jewish Pattiotisi than o be the canue of
submission 1o 1)he Romans "

Dina concludes to avoid public exeey
COMMILS suicide by inmping from the
the seq,

_ . R
The atiach IS,

ion, and
ower into

ACT v,

Papus visitg Bar Kochha and dencune e

aser as the maip cause of  Dina
death!

Fii-
arvest and

“Uhat her father Planned your ruin; as the
means 1o this end he delivered his davghter
Ding {knowing hey o be your intended againsg
his will), inte the hands of the Romaps,

Bar Kochba gers napressed, and imfluenced by
the assertiong o Papis, sends for the

nhedrim




{(Senate), and prts to them the following ques-
fion;
“What g VOuy pin L ment to a trajtor 2
They all agree 1o capital punishment for sich
acrime committed :?::ﬁ the king
Bar Kochba declares;
" Lam convineed that the head of your Senat e,

Elinser, is a traitor, and demand of you his
head,

As they refused the execution, with n.?ﬁ SHT-
prise angd astonichment, ?: Kochba  stabs
P r ?3 ;::2::? to I, _§£ s own ;2?:5

bar Kochba gets surprised by a niessage that
r? army hias Leen massacred by the Reontans and
he deaves for the fimal attack of ihe fort of

Rufus,

SCENE 2.

Papus becomes a spy tn the Romans: Mx:?
them by the darkness of the night into as eret
tunnel through which they gain a good ?} tion
to capture the pretended Messiah.

Bar Kochbha appears on the walls of the fort;
he 1= hinted by the spirit of his victim, the
?:IH.::.:w:~,::§§,wa :.v,.:i

martyr Il
overcome the remorse of his conseience, Tiger
like e is trying to defend himself against man
and spirits, but all is in vain, At the same Hime
he is startled Ly the bugle sound, a Roman
signal to attack | hum; his ¢ urage gets lost, and
he commits sujcide by stabbing himsell,

?:,.:J i doubt of Bar Ko hha's sure death
gives him one mnre dagger. A Jewish eaptain
takes revenge on 'apus and trears him aceond
mglvs “Phe final battle resultsin the victore of -
the Romans,

(1
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