Photo Essay Assignment 
  

Overview: We all take photos when we travel, but this assignment will encourage you to think of photos as a kind of essay. You will pick a theme—ideally one that avoids clichés both of travel photos and of Ireland photos. 
Procedure: 
· Pick a theme that interests you and start collecting photos. 
· Shoot: Take more than you think you’ll need so you can use only the best ones (5-10).
· Record: where and when you took the shot, so you can identify it in the caption.
· Sum up: Write a paragraph that sums up what you think these images show about this country and its culture.
Details: 
Length: From 5-10 photos on the same theme, with a sentence or two caption for each plus an introductory paragraph.

Format: Just paste the photos into a Word document. 

Points: 30 points total.

Submission: Submit the final version to Canvas and include a hard copy in your portfolio (color photos, if you can afford it).
Share? I’m going to assume you will be proud of these and willing to share them with your classmates and possibly future classes, but I won’t share them if you say you’d rather I didn’t.
    

 Topics: Again, try to be creative and avoid cliché, but the quality of the images might compensate for a mundane topic. 

Some suggestions: Buskers (street musicians), dancers, shop signs that showcase a globalizing Ireland (as in Roddy Doyle’s story), people taking each other’s photos, stone angels, images of James Joyce (or any other single famous person), gravestones, cabbies, stylish people, beautiful girls/handsome guys (as good an excuse as any, right?)

To avoid: pub signs, Dublin’s doors, anything else you’re likely to see as the theme of a postcard or Ireland calendar.

A sample (link to a website: Irish Streets—not the most creative topic, but it’s kind of a nice collection

