Engl 2 Spring 2017             Research Unit: Refutation Essay
Overview: A refutation is generally an argument that contradicts another argument. It does not merely contradict a point of view, but a specific argument written by a specific writer. We have already read a refutation in the text: “Put Profits First,” by T. J. Rodgers, which is a refutation of “Putting Customers Ahead of Investors,” by John Mackey.
You can refute the entire argument, or challenge certain points if you find it merely flawed. It is OK, usually even advisable, to concede a point or two to the other writer, establishing common ground and showing your open-mindedness, but the main purpose of your argument should be to contradict. 
It will be your task as a writer to decide how to use the three appeals to persuade your chosen audience to accept your views. Since it is also a research project, it will also be your task to decide how much and what kind of outside support is needed to support your claims.  So, this is a chance to use all of your rhetorical skills on a topic of your choice. 
Format and Length: As usual, this essay should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font, in MLA format (including the works cited page).  Length should be 1200 (rough draft) and 1500 words (final draft including memo)—please, not longer!

Procedure: 
1. Choose an essay related to the theme of “Do the right thing.” The essay can be from the text or from outside, but I will need to see a hardcopy of any essay not in the text before I can approve it. It must be an argument (expressing the writer’s opinion), not an objective article. It also needs to be fairly short (1-5 pages).  Level of difficulty is one criterion here, so choose a reasonably strong argument that will not be easy to challenge.
2. Choose an Audience and forum:  You will write with a particular audience and forum in mind, shaping your essay accordingly. 
3. Topic proposal Write a BRIEF topic proposal (3 sentences or so) that identifies the essay you will refute (title and author), states the writer’s thesis, your audience, and how you will develop your refutation (challenge the factual basis, challenge the ethical basis, bring in new information, reinterpret the facts, etc.). NOTE: If the essay isn’t in the book, you need to attach a hard copy of it with your topic proposal.   
                                                                                            Topic Proposal Due: M 3/6    
4. Consult Sources: This stage will involve a small assignment (working bibliography) and a major one (annotated bibliography). Details about those assignments will be on a separate assignment sheet.   Bibliographies Due: W 3/22 &W 4/12 (respectively)
5. Craft an argument wherein you (a) summarize the other writer’s views, discussing particular words and phrases; (b) respond to the other writer’s argument, ideally both to challenge that writer’s views and to argue for an alternative view. It doesn’t have to be in that order (summary, refutation, alternative view) but these elements should all be in there. Then Peer Review: Bring 2 copies of the rough draft plus a copy of the essay you are refuting.                                          Rough draft due: W 5/3
6. Final Draft: Revise, submit final draft to Canvas. Then submit the whole packet—final draft peer review, rough draft, and the essay you’re refuting (unless it’s in the text). Add a brief memo (as with the film analysis). Final packet due: M 5/15
