Engl 100W Peer Editing Worksheet: Research Paper

Writer:_______________________________ Reviewer:_________________________________ 

For the writer: 
1. What is the thesis?  (Remember that it should be an arguable statement, not just informative.)  



2. What in particular do you want the reviewer to check? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
For the reviewer: Write answers on the back of this sheet if necessary, and on the draft.

1.  Does the opening section draw in the target audience, connecting the subject of the paper to the reader’s interests and/or to our society’s current context?  ____ Does it look like the writer has focused the topic narrowly enough to deal with it adequately in 7-8 pages (the length the final draft will need to be)? ______ How could the introduction be better?

2. Is the thesis clear, adequate, and supported with evidence and quoted/paraphrased material from the research?  If not, what points need more or better support?

3. How is the format for page one? Note any problems with MLA format that you notice.
**4. How are the source citations?  Are there any parts where the in-text citations seem unclear, incomplete, or missing altogether?  Is there too much quoting or paraphrasing?  None? Mark on the draft any problems you see here, particularly missing citations.


5. Is the works cited page properly formatted using MLA style?  Do the sources look relevant, reputable, and varied enough?  Are there at least 3 (not including the primary sources)? [Note: for the full final draft you’ll need at least 5.] You might need to discuss the sources with the writer a bit to determine the relevance & variety of opinion issue.)

6. Comment on the organization and coherence.  Are the transitions adequate, within and between paragraphs?  Mark on the draft where you see any problems.
**7. Is there an arguable claim, some interpretation of the data, or is it merely informative (a “data dump”)?  Does this essay seem to be adding something interesting to the conversation about the work it discusses, or simply summarizing other people’s views? Be brutally honest if that is what your peer needs to hear!
8. As a reader, are you left with any questions about the issue that should be further clarified or supported?  Be as specific as you can.
9. What do you like best about this draft?
