Peer Review Worksheet: Critical Analysis of Poetry

Writer:_______________________________ Reviewer:_________________________________ 

For the writer: 
1. What is the thesis?  (Remember that it should be an arguable statement, a claim with reasons.)  



2. What in particular do you want the reviewer to check? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
For the reviewer: Write answers on the back of this sheet if necessary.


1.  How is the format? Note any problems with MLA format that you notice.
2. Is the introduction engaging? Does it look like the writer has focused the topic narrowly enough to deal with it adequately in 4-5 pages (1250 words)? 

3. Is the thesis clear, adequate, arguable, and supported with evidence from the text?  If not, what points need more or better support? 
4. Is this genuine analysis, or is it merely descriptive or evaluative?  In other words, does this essay focus on explaining how at least two but no more than four elements (character, imagery, etc.) are working to express the poem’s meaning (theme)? Does the essay say something fairly substantial, going beyond the obvious?
5. This isn’t supposed to be a research paper, but if the writer has referred to anyone else’s analysis, is the source properly cited?  Mark on the draft any problems you see here, particularly missing citations.
6. Comment on the organization and coherence of each paragraph.  Are the transitions adequate, within and between paragraphs?  Mark on the draft where you see any problems.
8. As a reader, are you left with any questions about the issue that should be further clarified or supported?  Be as specific as you can.
9. What do you like best about it?
