COMM 100W – Writing for Influence


“Fictspedia” Assignment Directive
Worth 25 points
Note:  You will work with a partner on this assignment to help facilitate creativity in content, style, and language.  However, you will each post and write your own individual (worth 25 points per student) Fictspedia entry. 
Purpose

The objective of this assignment is to show how propositions of fact have a certain grammar and style that generate factious-ness.  A sentence, in other words, can meet all the criteria for a proposition of fact even when the claim the sentence makes has no empirical basis in reality.
Fictspedia: The Encyclopedia of Fictions

This short, one-page (250 word) assignment requires that you compose an encyclopedia entry about a fictional person, place or thing and post it to Fictspedia, a wikipedia of fictitious things. 

Your objective is to strike a convincingly authoritative tone by writing propositional sentences that could, grammatically speaking, pass as facts. To do so, you will need to omit evaluative or speculative language of any kind and model your essay as though it were an entry in an encyclopedia. Provide the kinds of details about your subject that might be included in an encyclopedia, such as biographical, historical, or scientific information. You can model your writing style on entries in Wikipedia.

You can also use Borge’s Book of Imaginary Beings and Weschler’s Cabinet of Wonder writings (posted on my web page) as models for fashioning your entry.  Again, these two readings provide examples of an author using the form common to statements of fact (i.e., declarative sentences that could, theoretically, be empirically verified) to deliver fictional information.  (Note:  The Cabinet of Wonder writing is lengthy and in three parts, so I only included Part One of his writing on my web page.)
Formatting requirements

Provide the subject of your entry at the top of the page. Type your entry in 12 point font, Times New Roman. Since all of your claims will be fabricated, there is no need to include citations (unless you wish to fabricate citations). Include your name at the bottom of your entry. 

Posting your entry to Fictspedia

To post your entry, go to: http://fictspedia.wikia.com/
1) Click on “add a page” (link in the middle of the screen next to a blue plus sign). This will open a small window that prompts you to create a title. In that window, type the title of your subject, choose a page layout (standard layout is recommended), and click “create a new article.” When you new page opens, click “edit” and then paste your entry where it says, “Write the text of your article here!” Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click “save page.” When you click “save page,” you will be prompted to verify that you are an actual human (and not a spambot) by typing the letters and numbers in the white box.  

2) Copy the URL (the web address) of your entry. Go back to the main page of Fictspedia and scroll down to the five main pages: people, plants and animals, places, events, and media. Select the category that best fits your subject and open that page. Follow the instructions below to insert on that page a hyperlink to your entry.

a) Click on “edit.”

b) Insert your cursor under the appropriate heading (e.g., “plants”) and then click on the chain icon on the editing bar. A small window will open. In the first space, paste the URL of your entry. In the second space, type the name of your subject. 
c) Click “okay.” This will return you to the page your editing where you’ll see a link to your entry.
d) Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on “save page.” When you click “save page,” you will be prompted to verify that you are an actual human (and not a spambot) by typing the letters and numbers in the white box.  
Submitting your project

When your entry and hyperlink are posted, send your instructor an email with the title of your subject and a link to your page. 

