The Fact Paper Assignment Directive

Worth 75 Points

Purpose and objective:  In this paper, you will describe a person, object, or event using only empirically verifiable facts.  The objective of this paper is to convince your reader to see the person, object, or event in either a positive or negative light while ensuring that your paper remains completely free of any evaluative language.  Your paper should be at least 1,000 (no more than 1500) words in length not including the reference page. 
No turnitin.com for this paper.

Note:  You must use at least 5 different sources with 3 of those sources from scholarly peer reviewed articles.  See my webpage for two different lists of scholarly journals.

Instructions:  Choose a person, object, or event that you find interesting and that you can readily research.  It is better if you choose a topic about which people already have a strong opinion that differs from your own.  For instance, most people like chocolate ice cream, but perhaps you hate chocolate ice cream.  To show chocolate ice cream in a negative light, for instance, you might look for a medical study that links chocolate ice cream to mad cow disease, or find evidence that an unpopular person such as Richard Nixon at chocolate ice cream every day.  Likewise, if you find a report concluding that chocolate ice cream cures pancreatic cancer, it may be wise to omit those findings from your paper.  Either way, you want to provide only empirically verifiable information about chocolate ice cream.  At no point should you disclose to your reader your own deep-seated hatred/dislike of chocolate ice cream.  In other words, persuade us to dislike chocolate ice cream merely by providing negative information about it that you have strategically organized. 

Your opening paragraph must be a vivid description of the topic of your paper.  For instance, in introducing your topic of chocolate ice cream you should present this in a negative light by providing us with a less-than-flattering “snapshot” of a bowl of ice cream.  Keep in mind, your opening descript must also be free of any evaluative or opinionated language.
The introduction of your paper must include a preview of the paper.  Your preview should give your reader a sense of the main points you will cover about your topic.

The body of your paper should deliver on the promises made in your preview, and each section of the body should begin with a preview of that section.  For instance, if you promise in your introduction that the first section of your paper will provide information about famous tennis players who hate chocolate ice cream, then the first section of your paper should be about famous tennis players who hate chocolate ice cream.  AND, the first sentence of that section should preview which tennis players will be discussed.  AND, the first sentence of each paragraph should preview the information contained in that paragraph.  For instance, the first sentence of your paragraph on Venus Williams might read:  “At a total of nine different press conferences, Venus Williams has stated that she hates chocolate ice cream.”

Your paper should feature a conclusion that briefly summarized that paper.  Without drawing conclusions or stating your opinion, end that paper in such a way that your reader will be persuaded to adopt your perspective on the topic.

Structuring your paper:  Your paper should begin with a detailed description of your object or topic.  The opening paragraph should make use of vivid language to convey a “picture” of your topic and establish a positive or negative tone for the paper.  After compiling your facts, group them according to theme so that when you write the paper, you can organize the information in a logical manner and avoid jumping from point to point.  Even though your paper will consist exclusively of facts, you still want it to flow and make sense.  At no point should you draw any conclusions about your topic or use any language that might convey opinion.
Peer Reviews:  This assignment requires that you review 2 other fact papers.  I will provide detailed review guidelines for you to complete.  They are post on my webpage.  You are responsible for downloading and printing up TWO (2) of these peer documents and bring them to class on the day of the review.    If you don’t have two copies of your drafted paper ready for peer review, you will lose credit for this portion of the assignment.  Your draft must be very nearly completed so that your peers have something to review.
Formatting requirements: Your draft and final paper must be typed, double-spaced with one-inch margins, and stapled.  Don’t fold the corners of your paper.  Use 12 pt. font.  Please do not include a title page.  Any citations you include must follow APA guidelines.  All work must be submitted in class, in hardcopy form.

Grading:  When grading your paper, I will look for the following:

1. Use of vivid language and an engaging, descriptive opening to your paper.

2. Evaluative words that cannot be empirically verified.  Note:  if there are more than four such words in your paper, I will start docking points for each additional word.

3. Successful organization of your facts according to themes and strategic organization of information for persuasive effect.

4. Successful presentation of your topic in either a negative or positive light.

5. The use of well-researched, reliable sources (no less than 5 sources) that establish credibility.

6. Adherence to the formatting guidelines, including complete and correct citations for ALL of your facts and sources.

7. At least 5 sources with 3 of those sources from scholarly, peer reviewed articles.
