Editorial Assignment Directive
Worth 75 Points

Purpose:  Most of your formal or informal writing will involve some form of persuasion.  This assignment will help you become more persuasive through effective usage of Aristotle’s three available means of persuasion:  ethos, logos, and pathos.  You will also become more proficient in your ability to say more while writing less.  This assignment requires you to choose your words carefully in terms of strong verbs and effective adjectives.  Furthermore, this assignment will help you hone your skills in concise sentence structure and active rather than passive voice.

Word Count:  800 - 1,000 words.  No more than 1,000.
***Three of your sources must be from peer-reviewed academic journals.

Directions:   Choose a topic/current even that you care or feel passionately about.  You will base your editorial on a proposition of value OR public policy.  Public policy propositions contain a theses that uses the words “should” or “should not” and uses an empowered agent.  For example:  “The federal government should not (or should) legalize prostitution.”  The empowered agency can be any state, federal, global, local agency that enacts and enforces public policy.   Unlike the Fact Paper, you are to make your opinion very clear.
1. Focus on a central theme.  Focus only on the most important and relative issues of your purpose/theme.  Don’t try to present all points in the argument as that would overwhelm the reader.  You decide which of the potential points are most important to get across to your audience.  Having a clear grasp of your central theme allows you to organize and integrate your piece, making it more comprehensible to the reader.

2. Know the viewpoint you have to refute.  Anticipate your opponents’ arguments, and don’t completely dismiss the other side.  Understand the various positions/sides of the issue.

3. Make inductive and/or causal arguments.  In other words, your conclusion will be more persuasive it’s based on probability, not dogmatic certainty.  Inductive argumentation provides specific examples/instances which leads to a general, probably conclusion.  These examples can come from your own experience, peer testimony, expert testimony.  Just make sure the examples are concrete, not hypothetical. You can include your own experience/example as long as you also include an example from your research.  By grounding your arguments in well-selected concrete examples, you can indicate to the reader the basic steps that validate your conclusion.  Causal argument often overlaps inductive arguments.  If you want, you can fashion your argument based on a cause effect or an effect to cause reasoning.
4. Use 3 types of evidence.  Support your claims with an expert, examples, and definition.  Definition should be from a journal or journalistic source (NOT Webster’s dictionary).  You can use statistics if you want, but it’s not required. Cite all sources in the text in APA.  Include a Reference Page in APA.
5. Base moral evaluations on the facts. Have a strong moral tone, but don’t come off as preachy, overly-zealous, and patronizing.  Avoid name calling and avoid fallacies.
6. Rely on the reader’s implicit knowledge and values.  You don’t have to validate everything or explain your reasoning on every single point.  If you did, simple arguments would become lengthy dissertations.  Thus, appeal to generally accepted values and common ground.  Remember Maslow’s Hiearchy of Needs:  food/air, shelter, safety, belonging, socialization, self-actualization.  Appeal to accepted values and facts.
7. It is more important to be clear than to be eloquent.  Be colorful and engaging, but don’t paralyze your writing by sacrificing content for “cutseyness.”  Thus, clarity involves conveying your conclusion and the evidence/reasoning for it in a manner that the reader can easily understand and relate to.  

8. End on a call to action.  You not only want to inform and persuade the reader but to motivate him/her to take action.  The action may range from rejecting a widespread idea, to changing his/her lifestyle, to opposing new legislation or voting for a certain policy or candidate.  You are offering practical and clear guidance.

9. Good writing comes from LOTS of revision and editing.  Choose every word and every sentence in a careful and concise manner.
Note:  From Robert W. Tracinski
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