ScWk 242 Assignment 1: Qualitative Article Critique Guidelines

1) Choose one of the following ScWk 240 qualitative articles to critique:

Bradshaw, W., Armour, M. P., & Roseborough, D. (2007). Finding a place in the world: The 
experience of recovery from severe mental illness. Qualitative Social Work, 6(1), 27-47. 
Bundy-Fazioli, K., & Law, M. G. (2005). “I screamed for help” A case study of one 
grandmother’s experience of voluntary kinship care. Journal of Family Social Work, 9(3),

 1-18. 
De Santis, J. P. & Barroso, S. (2011). Living in silence: A grounded theory study of vulnerability 
in the context of HIV infection. Issues in Mental Health Nursing 32, 345-354.  
Sosulski, M. R., Buchanan, N. T., & Donnell, C. M. (2010). Life history and narrative analysis: 
Feminist methodologies contextualizing Black women’s experiences with severe mental illness. Journal of sociology and social welfare, 37(3), 29-57.
2) Write a 3 to 4 page (double-spaced), APA formatted article critique that addresses the following topics (adapted from Greenhalgh, 2006):
a) What was the research question(s) or hypothesis(es) and why was the study needed? Assess how well the authors review previous research on the topic and provide a context for the need for the study.

b) What were the research design and methods? Assess the extent to which the research design and methods were able to answer the research question or hypothesis. Consider any alternative designs and methods that could also be used to answer the research question or hypothesis. 

c) What questions were explored and how were these questions explored? Assess the quality of the qualitative questions. Are there other questions that may be important, but were not included in the analysis—what are they? 

d) Who is the study about? Consider the following questions: how were the participants recruited, who may have been excluded from the study and how might that affect the findings? Were the participants studied in real-life circumstances?

e) Was the study original and how does it contribute to knowledge on this topic? Consider the following questions: does the study approach the topic in a new or innovative way? Is the study larger, or continued for a longer period of time than other studies? Are the methods more rigorous or address shortcomings of other studies?

f) Do you agree with the author’s interpretation of the findings? Why or why not? Consider the following questions: are there other interpretations that should have been included? Were the limitations of the study adequately discussed? 

3) Assignment is worth 15 points 
