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Class Exercise:

Qualitative Research Designs and Data Collection Methods

In a group of four to six students, please discuss each of the following two projects:
Scenario #1

You are interested in understanding the ways in which adults who experienced abuse or neglect as children have processed their experiences. In particular, you would like to learn more about experiences or activities that have helped abuse survivors’ to be resilient and overcome past trauma. 

1. What qualitative research design might be appropriate for studying this research topic? Why was this design chosen?

2. What type of sampling procedure could be used to recruit participants to be a part of the study? 

3. If interview data are collected, what type of interview method would be best to use? 

4. What questions could be asked during the interview? 

5. If observational data are collected, what things should be included in the field notes?

Scenario #2

You are interested in understanding the aging process among Southeast Asian immigrant women. In particular, you are interested in activities or experiences that contribute to a high quality of life among this group.     

1. What qualitative research design might be appropriate for studying this research topic? Why was this design chosen?

2. What type of sampling procedure could be used to recruit participants to be a part of the study? 

3. If interview data are collected, what type of interview method would be best to use?

4. What questions could be asked in an interview? 

5. If observational data are collected, what things should be included in the field notes?

