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I Note all due dates on web site

II Research Topic/Hypothesis (Worth 5 points) 

As per the green-sheet, for this assignment, choose a research topic based on one of the issues discussed in this course (e.g. transition issues for vets, PTSD in vets, depression in vets, anger in vets, the effects of military culture). This research topic will form the basis of a 5-page paper drawing upon at least 5 empirical articles found outside of course reading, and a poster display due on finals day. In the final assignment, you will propose a strategy for addressing the problem that you are discussing. Specific hand-outs will be provided for the next 3 components of this assignment.
Your research topic should be phrased as a research question or hypothesis (prediction). 

Examples of Research Questions:

1. Your research question might look at the relationship between 2 things. For example:

· What is the relationship between exposure to combat and depression?

· What is the relationship between military sexual assault and PTSD?
2. Your research question might address factors that predict or increase the likelihood of a specific problem or result.  For example:

· What factors best predict the occurrence of domestic violence in veterans?

· What factors increase the likelihood of suicide in veterans?

3. Your research question might address the effects of a phenomenon. For example:

· What are the effects of exposure therapy on PTSD symptoms?

· What are the effects of on line support groups on veterans transitioning to the civilian world?

Examples of Hypotheses:

· Veterans who have strong social support networks are less likely to abuse substances.

· Assertiveness training reduces the likelihood of domestic violence perpetration in veterans.

· Involvement in veteran student organizations reduces the risk of drop-out among college student veterans.
II Reference List (worth 15 points) Using APA style (Go to the library to get the most recent manual if you don’t already have it), list at least 5 references that you will be using as primary sources to answer your research question. The references must come from peer reviewed social science journals found in such databases as PsycINFO and PsycARTICLES. Your paper should be based on empirical work. In other words, all of your sources should either contain original studies or summarize other studies previously conducted on this topic. The following sources do not count as empirical sources: law journals, news media, popular magazines such as Newsweek and Psychology Today, web sites, textbooks, my lectures, papers written by other students, and papers you have written for other classes. Theses and dissertations are not acceptable sources for this project.
