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CROSS-CULTURAL VARIABILITY: 4 THEMES
1. SOCIETAL REGULATION: 

 PERMISSIVE. . . . . . RESTRICTIVE
2. PRIMARY  PURPOSES 

PLEASURE. . . . . . . .REPRODUCTION
Other:Recreation, Relational,  Spiritual, ?
3.  ATTITUDES re: SEX

a.   POSITIVE. . . . . . . . . .NEGATIVE
b.  PUBLICLY. . . . . . . . . . .HIDDEN, DISPLAYED              SURREPTIOUS
4. DOUBLE -STANDARD

a)  BELIEFS RE: "natural"    sexuality 

b)  Rules for Behavior

EQUAL. .. GENDER DIFFERENTIATED
CULTURAL-RELIGIOUS AND  ETHNOGRAPHIC EXAMPLES
Muria “ghotul” [M.P., India];

Silwa,Egypt [etc.]: “purity”, “family honor”
Cross-Cultural HRAF Data: Broude and Green
· Pre-marital Sex

· Extra-Marital Sex

U.S. Data

· Blumstein & Schwartz, 1983

· NHSLS/NORC 1994
HINDUISM: 4 AIMS OF LIFE: THREE WORLDLY AIMS:

· DHARMA: OBLIGATIONS TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY
· ARTHA: MATERIAL AIMS

· KAMA: PLEASURES OF THE SENSES [INCLUDING SEXUALITY]

Pleasure AND sexually restrictive

Sex & Body: Positive, Open

Abrahamic Religions: Judaism, Islam, Christianity

Christianity [Euro-US]
· 4th C [ACE] St. Augustine

· 8th C. Catholic Church Policy

· 12th-13th C. “Courtly Love”, celibacy

· 18th-19th C. U.S. Puritans

· late 19th-early 20th Century U.S.

· Victorian Era

· Attitudes towards sensuality, sexuality, evolution

· “animals” vs. “humans”

· other language

· 1976 and currently: Catholic Church policy
· Other expressions of traditional U.S. cultural-religious attitudes

· Oppositions: flesh vs. spirit/intellect/morality; pure vs. impure; 
“COMPLEX CULTURES” VS. SMALL-SCALE CULTURES/SOCIETIES

